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Gree ngs in Jesus’ Name, 
 
November is here and people are arriving for worship. We welcome them with open arms. 
This month we emphasize that we are Saints and Stewards. We have been set apart by 
God to be Holy and to be good Stewards of God’s crea on. We do that as the whole com-
munity in Christ. We have been blessed. On the 23rd, we will thank God for all those bless-
ings and renew our calls to follow God’s Son in the ways of truth and jus ce. Thank all of 
you for your willingness and joy in par cipa ng in this congrega on on our na on’s south-
ern border. It is a unique place in which we live and work and raise our families. We give 
thanks in song, prayer, and in sharing our gra tude to God with others for placing us in this 
place. “O when the Saints, go marching in. O when the Saints go marching in. Lord, I want 
to be in that number when the Saints go marching in!” 
 
Pastor Steve 



DINNER AND A MOVIE! 

Sign up for dinner and a movie in the narthex. Join us Tuesday, November 1st at 5:45pm at 

Cowboy Chicken, 1020 W Nolana.  We will see the film “ I S ll Believe” based on a true –life 

story of Chris an music megastar Jeremy Camp at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

   

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP INFORMATION  

Scrip orders will be placed on 11/16 
for delivery on 11/23/22. You can stop by the office during the week to 
place your orders or contact Vicki Drews if you have any questions.  

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY SEPTEMBER 2022 

Income for September was $20,282.91 and was more than planned for by +$423. Expenses for September were 
$19,907 and were less than the planned expenses by $885. September income of $20,283 less September ex-
penses of $19,907 means we took in more money than we spent by +$376.  YTD income of $194,105 less YTD 
expenses of $209,442 leaves us with a loss of $15,337.   Hopefully as the Winter Texans start returning dona-

tions will increase and we will be able to minimize our year to date loss. Thank you all for mailing in or dropping 
off your donations. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 

        † 



 



A Budget is a Statement of Faith 

What does your church’s annual budget represent? 

Is it a proud menu of the hopes, dreams and missionary ministries your congre-
gation wants to accomplish in the year to come? 

Or is it a life-support prescription for how the congregation expects to pay the 
staff, keep the lights burning, the staff paid and property maintained? 

In a workshop when she was stewardship officer for the Episcopal Church, the 
late Terry Parsons gave this “Devil’s Dictionary” definition of a church budget: 
“It is the means by which we notify the Lord of the limitations we intend to im-
pose on his gifts for the coming year.” 

If we view the budget—and present it to our congregations—as an administra-
tive necessity to ensure proper financial management, then we shouldn’t be 
surprised to wind up with bare-bones measures that are grudgingly funded. If 
funded at all. 

But if we present the budget to our congregations as opportunities to invest in 
the Reign of God and stretch ourselves to see how much we can do with even 
the nickels and dimes God has given us, then the possibilities increase. 

In the end, a budget is a statement about how a congregation views the future. 
Do your people trust that ours is the God of abundance who rewards faithful 
stewards and will stand behind servants who proclaim the Reign of God? If an 
outsider  looked at your budget, what would he or she conclude about your 
congregation’s faith? 

And what would be a “God’s Dictionary” definition of a church budget? How 
about, “It is the means by which we make the most of the abundance the Lord 
is giving us.” Hmmm. That will look nice on the cover of the annual report. 

 

Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard 
serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content 
editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

 



 

 

 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 

In November, watch for the tree in the narthex for folks in need of a Christ-

mas blessing. Age and sex of the recipient plus needs or wishes, and sizes 

will be on the tag. Remember to NOT wrap the gi s but put into a bag with 

the tag a ached to the outside of the bag. Date deadline will be announced 

as to when the bags have to be returned to church for when they will be 

picked up. If you don’t want to shop but want to par cipate, just write a 

check addressed to the Salva on Army for any amount you wish to spend 

and give to Vicki Drews or Diane Patrick. A big thank you in advance for your 

generosity of those in need! 

 

There will be a group going to the Veterans Clinic on Hackberry November 

10th at 10am to deliver between 60-80 handmade red, white, and blue Af-

ghans to honor our Veterans. Thank you to all those who par cipated in this 

project  in any way and to those who took the me to make the afghans! 

Help support our youth Sunday, November 20th at the LOST Bakesale be-

tween services! LOST Lock in is Friday, November 18th. 
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